



The REPLY 
Edition #023 

This week we wrap up our short series “As Iron Sharpens Iron”. The message is available at www.newhope.family/
audio. We finish the series with a challenging message about the steps we need to take as a church to step into what 
God has next for our Sunday Gatherings.


“As Iron Sharpens Iron: Any Given Sunday” Message Summary 

• 1 Peter 2:4-10


• The way we participate in a collective walk with God is as important as our own individual walk with God. 

• Gathering and participating in local church family matters - it matters for our own potential & destiny, the wellbeing of 
the next generations, the spiritually lost within our reach, and for our church herself.


• Gathering together and participating in a walk with God together is the mortar that binds us as living stones 
together… Gathering gives us shared experiences, vision, learning and values.


• What might God have next for our Sunday Gatherings as a church family?


• More room for growing in the things of the Holy Spirit

• Seeing people respond to Christ’s call to salvation

• A more shared-load & “sustainable servanthood”

• More fun, laughs, creativity and joy


• What steps can we take towards experiencing this?


1. Come consistently. It’s difficult to build a winning season when only half a team shows up. We need to make our 
default position to prioritise and plan to be here whenever we gather. Life happens, seasons happen, curveballs 
happen - but we can only step into what God has next with a collective commitment to coming consistently. The 
next generations need to see our example of gathering and coming consistently. 

2. Engage enthusiastically. We all have permission to participate and add value to every gathering. Meet someone 
new, serve once/month, add volume to praise & worship, draw the best out of the speaker. Enthusiasm literally 
means “God-within”. As we engage with everything that happens at our gatherings, we withdraw and offer to our 
church family what God has deposited within us. 

3. Bring-in boldly. We are committed to keeping an outward focus, sharing our faith and being a blessing to those 
who don’t yet know Jesus. We gather, then go out, and then regather with the belief that we’ll be bringing someone 
else with us. Let’s open our eyes afresh to the faith-sharing and friend-bringing opportunities that God brings our 
way. Let’s keep the faith and live boldly in this calling.


• These are all achievable, practical steps that it’s going to take for us to partner with what God is wanting to do next 
at newHope collectively and in our lives individually. What is the Holy Spirit highlighting to you or asking you to step-
up in? 

Devotions / Discussion Starters 
Recommended readings: Acts 2, 1 Peter 2


Questions to consider: 
• What do you think or believe about the following statement: The way we participate in a collective walk with God is 

as important as our own individual walk with God.

• Reflect upon and discuss as a family / small group the three steps that Doc shared. What do you think the fruit 

would be if the church were to make those steps? (Individually, to your family, to our church collectively…)


Prayer Points: Youth/Chaplaincy position, Local community impact, People who don’t yet know Jesus. 

Don’t forget we’re praying together at 9:30am every Sunday when the church gathers at Kellyville 
Public School!
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